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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A return path management system coupled between a user television 
and provider systems, the return path management system comprising: 
which deliv e rs r e turn paths from user tolovisions to provider systems in a paokotized form, 
oomprising a r e turn path sorvor> 

a provider database configured to maintain a service level of each of the provider 
systems: ^ 

a user database configured to and a content database, whoroin th e provid e r datobaso 
maintains provid e rs information d e p e nding on l e v e ls which the provid e r syst e ms b e long to 
and which det e rmin e servic e l e v e ls, th e us e r databas e maintains users information required 
for users authentication of usersir 

a content database configured to maintains contents of information provid e d from the 
provider systems;; and 

a the return path server configured to receives order information from the user 
television, wherein the return path server determines a service level of a first provider system 
to which the received order information is to be delivered from the return path server bv 
using the provider database, and performs selectively at least one of delivery of the order 
information, a user authentication process, a billing process and updating of the content 
database^ identifi e s a provider to whom the roooiv e d order information should bo d e livorod, 
det e rmin e s a sorvioe lovcl based on the level which the provider belongs to in roforono e to th e 
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provider database, and p e rforms interpr e tation and oommunication pflokotizotion of th e order 
information depending on in response to the determined service level. 



2. (Currently Amended) The return path management system of as sot forth in claim 1 , 
wherein the determined service levels of each of the provider systems are categorized into a 
first service leveL a second service leveL a third service level and a fourth service level. 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the first service level, 
the return path server verifies a URL of the first provider system through the received order 
information and delivers the received order information to the first provider system. 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the second service 
level the return path server performs the user authentication process with reference to the 
user database. 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the third service 
level, the return path server performs the user authentication process with reference to the 
user database and the billing process in contact with a financial server, and 

wherein with the service level of the first provider being the fourth service level, the 
return path server performs the user authentication process with reference to the user database 
and the billing process in contact with the financial server, the provider databaso maintainG 
th e providers information by oatogorizing e ach of th e provid e r aystoms into any one of four 
l e vels based on the s e rvioe l e v e l r e qu e st e d from th e provid e r, and the return path sorvor 
identifies tho provider and determines th e sorvico lovol referring to the roccivod - order 
information and th e provider databas e , and th e n, if the user's order is determin e d to bo 
delivered to tho provider syotom belonging to a first lovol, the return path server identifies an 
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URL addr e s s of th e provider syston) from th e order information and deliv e rs th e r e c e iv e d 
ord e r information to th e provider syst e m in a packotiz e d form, if tho user's order is 
d e t e rmin e d to b e d e liv e r e d to the provid e r syst e m b e longing to a s e cond lovel p th e r e turn path 
server performs a user authentication r e ferring to the order information and tho us e r databas e , 
and delivers a user auth e ntication information in combination with th e receiv e d order 
information to th e provider system in a paok e tizod form, if tho usor*s order is determin e d to 
bo delivered to tho provider system belonging to a third level, tho return path server performs 
a user auth e ntication r e ferring to th e ord e r information and - th e us e r databas e , o xtracts a 
billing information from tho order information to p e rform a billing processing in contact with 
a financial server as a r e presentative of the provider, and deliv e rs a us e r auth e ntication 
information and a billing processing information in combination with tho received order 
information to th e provid e r syst e m in a pack e tized form, or if th e user's ord e r is d e t e rmined to 
b e deliv e r e d to th e provider syst e m belonging to a fourth l e v e l, th e return path s e rv e r 
performs a user authentication referring to the order information and the us e r databas e , 
e xtracts a billing information from th e ord e r information to p e rform a billing processing in 
contact with a financial server as a repr e sentative of tho provider, delivers a usor 
authentication information and a billing proc e ssing information in combination with tho 
roooivcd order information to tho provider system in a pookotizod form, and updates the a 
content database with the order information in response to a request of referring to contents 
rec e ived from the first provider system. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The return path management system as sot forth in of claim 2, 
wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the if tho uGor'G order 
is d e termined to bo deliv e red to th e provider system belonging to a first service level, a 
communication packet delivered from the return path managem e nt system server to the first 
provider system contains a includes the service level of the first provide r system ^ the a 
d e stination uniform resource locator (U RL) of the first provider system and an e ncapsulat e d 
packet of the order information; 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the if th e user's ord e r 
is d e termined to bo delivered to the provid e r system b e longing to a second service level, a 
communication packet delivered from the return path server to the provider system includes 
the contains a service level of th e first provider system, the a destination URL of the provider 
system, a use r authentication id e ntification information and the an e ncapsulat e d packet of tho 
order information; 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the if th e user's order 
i s d e t e rmined to - be - delivered to th e provider s yst e m - belonging to a third service level, a 
communication packet delivered from the return path server manag e ment system to the 
provider system includes contains a service level of the first provider system , the a 
d e stination URL of the provider system, the a user authentication identification information, a 
billing- prooossing information and the an cnoapsulatod packet of the order information; and 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the if th e user's order 
is d e termined to b e dolivorcd to the provider system belonging to a fourth service level, a 
communication packet delivered from the return path server manag e ment syst e m to the 
provider system includes the contains a service level of the first provider system, the a 
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d e stination URL of the provider system, the a user identification information, the a billing- 
procoGSing information, the order othor order r e lated information and application-related 
information. 



4. (Cancelled). 



5. (Currently Amended) The return path management system as set forth in claim 1 4, 
ftirtheLComprising a first transaction server, a second transaction server, a third transaction 
server, return path serv^er and a_fourth transaction servers coupled to the return path server, 
wherein the first, second, third and fourth transaction servers process the received order 
information differentlv in accordance with the service level return path server r e ceives an 
order information from th e user, id e ntifies the provider syst e m to which the ord e r information 
i s requir e d to b e d e liver e d and d e t e rmin e s the l e v e l to which th e identifi e d provid e r sy s t e m 
b el ongs, referring to th e provider system, and a first transaction sorv^ e r of th e four transaction 
servers treats the order information to b e delivered to the provider system belonging to a first 
level, a second tro^nsootion server of the four transaction servers treats the order information 
to b e delivered to the provider system belonging to a s e cond l e v e l in which a us e r 
authentication is p e rfonned referring to the user databas e , a third transaction sorvor of the 
four transaction servers tr e ats the order information to be deliver e d to th e provider system 
b e longing to o third l e v e l in which a user auth e ntication is p e rform e d r e ferring to the us e r 
database and a billing proc e ssing is performed in contact with a financial server, and a fourth 
transaction s e rv e r of th e four tronsaotion s e rv e rs tr e ats th e ord e r information to bo delivered 
to the provider system belonging to a fourth - lev e l in which a us e r auth e ntication is performed 
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r e ferring to th e user databaGo, a billing prooossing is p e rformed in oontaot with a finanoial 
Gorvor, and an update of contonta is p e rformed referring to tho content database . 

6. (Currently Amended) A return path management method of managing return paths in 
a return path management system coupled betwe e n a user television and provider systems . 
the method comprising: 

a) providing a return path management syst e m compris e d of a - provider databaGe 
whietv-maintain ing s provid e rs information d e p e nding on s e rvioo l e v e l s of whioh th e provid e r 
roquoGtG, in which tho return path management syst e m roooivofl order information from a 
user, id e ntifi e s a provid e r to whom the r e c e ived ord e r information should b e d e liv e r e d^ 
determines a service level of each of based on tho level whioh the provider systems belongs 
to in r e f e r e nc e to th e provid e r databas e ^ and providing th e d e termin e d s e rvic e lev e l ; 

b) receiving order information from the user television d e t e rmining wh e th e r an order 
information from a us e r is r e ooivod or not ; 

c) if an order information from a us e r - is receiv e d, id e ntifying a provider to whom the 
receiv e d ord e r information should bo deliv e r e d, follow e d by determination of determining a 
service level of a first provider system to which the received order information is to be 
delivered from the return path management system based on the level which the provider 
belongs to in reference to the provider database; and 

d) performing selectively at least one of delivery of the received order information, a 
user authentication process, a billing process and updating a content database based on the 
received order information interpr e tation and communication paok e tiEation of th e ord e r 
information depending on in response to the determined service level. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The r e turn path manag e ment method of og sot forth in claim 6, 
wherein the service level of if th e user's ord e r - is dotormincd to bo delivered to the provider 
system s are categorized into belonging to a first service level, a second service level, a third 
service level and a fourth service level, tho system identifios on - URL address of the provider 
system from the ord e r information and d e liv e rs th e r e ceiv e d order information to th e provid e r 
syst e m in a paok e tiz e d form, if the us e r's ord e r is d e t e rmin e d to b e d e liver e d to tho provider 
s ystem b e longing to a second lev e l, the return - path s e rver p e rforms a user auth e ntication 
referring to th e order information and th e us e r database, and delivers o user auth e ntication 
information in combination with the roooivod order information to tho provider system in a 
paoketiz e d form, if th e us e r's ord e r is d e termined to b e deliv e r e d to th e provid e r syst e m 
belonging to a third lovol, tho r e turn path serv e r performs a user authentication r e ferring to 
th e ord e r information and the us e r databas e , extracts a billing information from th e ord e r 
information to p e rform a billing proc e ssing in contact with a financial s e rver as a 
representative of tho provider, and delivers a user authentication information and a billing 
processing information in combination with tho r e ceived order information to th e provid e r 
system in a pack e tizod form, or if tho user's order is d e termined to be deliv e r e d to tho 
provider system belonging to a fourth level, the r e turn path s e rver p e rforms a user 
authentication referring to tho order information and tho user database, extracts d billing 
information from tho ord e r information to p e rform a billing processing in contaot with a 
financial s e rv e r as a repr e s e ntativ e of th e provid e r, d e liv e rs a user auth e ntication inform atien 
and a billing processing information in combination with tho r e ceived order information to 
the provider syst e m in a paclc e tiz e d form, 
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wherein with the service level of the first provider system beine the first service level 
the step d) comprises verifying a URL of the first provider system through the order 
information and delivering the order information to the first provider system. 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the second service 
level, the step d) comprises processing user authentication information with reference to a 
user database. 

wherein with the service level of the first provider system being the third service 
level, the step d) comprises processing the user authentication information with reference to 
the user database and processing billing information in contact with a financial server, and 

wherein with the service level of the first provider being the fourth service level, the 
step d) comprises processing the user authentication information with reference to the user 
database and processing billing information in contact with the financial server, and 
upda ting es the content database in response to a request of roforring to contents r e ceivod from 
the first provider system. 

8. (Currently Amended) The rotum path monagomont method of qg Got forth in claim 6, 
wherein the return path management system further comprises a first transaction server, a 
second transaction server, a third transaction server, and a fourth transaction server each 
coupled to the return path server, wherein the first, second, third, and fourth transaction 
servers process the received order information differently in accordance with the service level 
has Q hierarchy struoturo ouch that dotormination of the sorvico love) to th e order information 
reooived from tho usor and proo e sGing of communication pack e ts deliv e r e d from th e return 
path management oystom to the provider systom are s e parat e ly performed . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The return path management method as set forth in claim 8, 
wherein the return path management system comprises a return path server and four 
transaction servers, the four transaction severs including the first, second, third, and fourth 
transaction servers coupled to the return path server in which the return path server receives 
the order information from the user, identifies the provider system to which the order 
information is required to be delivered and determines the level to which the identified 
provider system belongs, referring to as determined by the provider system, and the a first 
transaction server of the four transaction servers treats the received order information to be 
delivered to the provider system belonging to the a first service level, the e second transaction 
server of the four transaction servers treats the received order information to be delivered to 
the provider system belonging to the a second service level in which a user authentication is 
performed using ref e rring to the user database, the a third transaction server of the four 
transaction servers treats the received order information to be delivered to the provider 
system belonging to the a third service level in which a user authentication process is 
performed using refe rring to the user database and the a billing processing is performed in 
contact with a financial server, and the a fourth transaction server of the four transaction 
servers treats the received order information to be delivered to the provider system belonging 
to the a fourth service level in which a user authentication is performed referring to the user 
database, the a billing processing is performed in contact with the a financial server, and an 
update the content database of contents is performed referring to the content databaso . 



